RELIGIOUS INTUITION
Side by side with the inStin&s of his animal nature, there is in man an irrepressible, urgent and persistent desire to rise from the animal Slate to the divine. It takes various forms, the oldest and the moSt potent being religion. All its later forms, as we know, are included in such terms as progress, civilization, etc. The great religious men of the world, whom we call prophets, from Abraham downwards, muSt have been impelled by that desire in an extraordinary manner and in an extraordinary degree; so extraordinary indeed, that we can hardly understand it now. They were God-possessed. It is inconceivable to us how an ignorant illiterate man living among idolatrous boors and shepherds could be so dominated by the idea of the un'ty of God as to set all other human considerations aside, and how in that primitive uncultured age he came to believe his God to be, not only all-powerful, but merciful and beneficent, He caught at the great truth by intuition, took k to heart, and clung to it as the all-in-all of his existence here and hereafter ; whereas the Grecian philosopher in an age of cultured thought was labouring to find the same truth by a slower and more laborious process, and aftually took some centuries to arrive at it. God who was found, seen, and felt in the barren sun-burnt, deserts of Egypt, Palestine and Arabia, had to be sought for dialefti-cally in Greece from the age of Thales to the age of Socrates and Plato, and even then He could not be found in a&ual living presence as the Indivisible
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